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CURRENT PREVALENCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN 
THE UNITED STATES ' 


March 25—April 21, 1934 


The prevalence of certain important communicable. diseases, as 
indicated by weekly telegraphic reports from State health depart-| 
ments to the United States Public Health Service, is summarized in| 
this report. The underlying statistical data are published weekly in 
the Public Health Reports, under the section entitled “Prevalence 
of Disease.” 

Measles.—The number of cases of measles continued to increase. 
For the 4-week period ended April 21 there were 132,389 cases re-| 
ported, which was the highest incidence for this period in the recent | 
years for which data are available. In 1933, 1932, and 1931 the num-. 
bers of cases for this period were 72,322, 61,868, and 80,856, respec- 
tively. Each geographic area, except the South Atlantic and East 
South Central, showed about the same rate of increase as was shown 
for the total reporting area. In the South Atlantic States the number 
of cases (34,745) was 5.5 times that for the corresponding period last | 
year, and in the East South Central the number (9,032) was almost 
10 times last year’s figure. 

Poliomyelitis—For the 4 weeks ended April 21 there were 91 cases 
of poliomyelitis reported—an increase of 25 percent over the pre- 
ceding 4 weeks. The current incidence was the highest for this period | 
in recent years. Each geographic area, except the Middle Atlantic 
and East North Central, contributed to the increase. In those 
areas the current incidence was approximately the same as last year. 
In all other areas, while the number of cases was not large, the current 
incidence was more than twice that for the corresponding period last’ 
year. The largest number of cases (34) was reported from the Moun- 
tain and Pacific area. California reported 25 of these cases. 

1 From the Office of Statistical Investigations, U.S. Public Health Service. The numbers of States in« 
cluded for the various diseases are as follows: Typhoid fever, 48; poliomyelitis, 48; meningococcus meningitis, 
48; smallpox, 48; measles, 47; diphtheria, 48; scarlet fever, 48; influenza, 43 States and New York City. 
The District of Columbia is counted as a State in these reports. These summaries include only the 8 im- 


portant communicable diseases for which the Public Health Service receives regular weekly reports from 
the State health officers. - 
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Scarlet fever.—The incidence of scarlet fever compared very favor- 
ably with recent years. For the current period the number of cases 
reported was 24,914, as against 26,299, 24,560, and 22,210 for the 
corresponding period in the years 1933, 1932, and 1931. The disesise 
was considerably less prevalent than in preceding years in the three 
areas along the Atlantic Coast; all other areas closely approximated 
last year’s incidence at this time. 

Diphtheria.—The number of cases of diphtheria reported for the 
current period was 2,523, which was the same as reported for this 
period last year. The numbers of cases were 3,248 and 3,478 for the 
corresponding period in the years 1932 and 1931, respectively. The 
West North Central, South Central, and South Atlantic sections re- 
ported slight increases over last year’s figure, while in the New Eng- 
land and Middle Atlantic, East North Central and far Western areas 
the disease seemed to be less prevalent. 

Smallpox.—The incidence of smallpox, as compared with that for 
recent years, remained favorable. The number of cases reported for 
the current period was 656, or about 80 percent of last year’s figure 
for the corresponding period. The New England and Middle Atlantic 
areas were free from smallpox, and the Mountain and Pacific sections 
reported a 50 percent decrease from last year’s figure. Other areas 
closely approximated last year’s incidence. For this period in 1932, 
1931, and 1930 the numbers of cases for the whole reporting area were 
1,530, 4,068, and 6,360, respectively. 

Meningococcus meningitis ——For the 4 weeks ended April 21 there 
were 249 cases of meningococcus meningitis reported, about 73 percent 
of the figure for the corresponding periods in 1933 and also in 1932. 
This favorable comparison was characteristic of all areas except the 
South Atlantic. Of the 41 cases reported from that area, which was 
1.4 times that for the corresponding period last year, Virginia reported 
17 cases and West Virginia 15. For the country as a whole, the cur- 
rent incidence was the lowest for this period in recent years. 

Typhoid fever.—During the 4 weeks ended April 21 there were 63 
cases of typhoid fever reported from Maine as against 3 for the corre- 
sponding period last year, end 35 cases from Pennsylvania as compared 
with 3 for last year. The 63 cases in Maine occurred in Augusta. 
Reports from Pennsylvania do not show an unusual outbreak in any 
special locality. California and Washington, in the Pacific area, also 
reported significant increases over last year. Other areas reported a 
very favorable typhoid fever situation. For the entire reporting area 
the number of cases for the current period totaled 624, as compared 
with 609, 664, and 513 for the corresponding period in the years 1933, 
1932, and 1931. 

Influenza.—Influenza continued to decline during the current 4-week 
period. The total number of cases (7,139) was, however, 1.3 times 
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that for the corresponding period last year. Exclusive of the years 
1931 and 1932, when minor influenza epidemics were in evidence, the 
current incidence was the highest for this period in the recent years 
for which data are available. In the New England and Middle 
Atlantic and East North Central areas the current incidence fell 
considerably below that of last year, but all other areas reported 
increases. In the West North Central section the number of cases 
(389) was 4.3 times last year’s figure, and in the Mountain and 
Pacific area the number (1,198) was 2.4 times that of last year. The 
South Atlantic and South Central areas approximated last year’s 
incidence. 

Mortality, all causes.—The average mortality rate from all causes 
in large cities, for the 4 weeks ended April 21, as reported by the 
Bureau of the Census, was 12.4 per 1,000 inhabitants (annual basis). 
During the 3 preceding years the rates for the corresponding periods 
were 11.3, 12.5, and 12.9, respectively. The current mortality, 
therefore, is high in relation to last year, but compares very favorably 
with that for the years 1932 and 1931. During the preceding 4 weeks 
of the current year the rate was 12.8. 


PSITTACOSIS OUTBREAK IN A DEPARTMENT STORE IN 
PITTSBURGH 


By L. F. Bapcer, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service 


During the winter of 1929-30 an outbreak of psittacosis occurred 
among the employees of a department store in Toledo, Ohio (in which 
22 known cases developed), following the arrival of a shipment of 
parrots from a New York importer. 

A similar outbreak occurred among the employees of a department 
store in Pittsburgh, Pa., during the months of February and March 
1934, to which the attention of the city health department was at- 
tracted by the unusual number of cases of pneumonia reported as 
occurring among employees of the store. 


HISTORIES OF THE BIRDS 


Parakeets —A shipment of 130 parakeets was received from a 
California aviary during the latter part of January. Four of these 
birds were dead on arrival, and 8 or 10 died soon thereafter. Other 
birds of the shipment were ill. 

Macaws.—One macaw was received about the time that the para- 
keets arrived and was soon sold. Another macaw was received from 
a New York dealer approximately 2 weeks later; and 2 weeks after 
its arrival this macaw became ill and was killed and sent to the 
United States Public Health Service for examination. The examina- 








May 11, 1934 584 


tion revealed the findings found in birds infected with psittacosis. 
That this macaw was well on arrival and did not become ill until 
after 2 weeks of proximity to the sick parakeets suggests that it 
became infected from the parakeets. 


HUMAN CASES 


In a total of 37 cases of illness among the employees a definite 
diagnosis of psittacosis was made in 10 and of suspected psittacosis 
in 27. Of the 10 definitely diagnosed as psittacosis, 4 died, autopsies 
on 3 of whom revealed the findings seen in psittacosis. Of the 27 
suspected cases, 8 were diagnosed pneumonia, of whom 7 died, and 
19 as suspected psittacosis only, of which number 2 died. Among the 
total of 37 cases there occurred 13 deaths, a mortality rate of 35.1 
percent. This rather high mortality rate suggests either an extremely 
virulent outbreak or that cases of the disease had been missed. From 
the procedures carried out by the health department it is believed that 
but few cases were missed, as each employee absent from work for 
48 hours was seen by a medical inspector. 

With a history of contact with sick birds of the psittacine family, 
with 10 other employees having illnesses definitely diagnosed as 
psittacosis, with a death rate of 33.3 percent, and with a death rate 
of 87.5 percent of those diagnosed as pneumonia, there is little doubt 
that the 27 cases of suspected psittacosis were actually cases of 
psittacosis. 

These 37 cases of illness developed among approximately 500 
employees of the department store and occurred not only among 
those employed on the floor on which the birds were kept but among 
those from other floors. Employees from other floors of the store 
visited the birds, and these employees came in more or less direct 
contact with them. 

SUMMARY 


During the past 4 years 2 rather extensive outbreaks of psittacosis 
have occurred among employees of department stores in which pet 
shops were maintained. The first resulted from infected birds which 
had been imported into the country and the second from birds raised 
at an aviary in California. 


COURT DECISION ON PUBLIC HEALTH 


Divorce on ground of extreme cruelty denied wife where evidence 
showed existence of venereal disease in husband with mere request by 
him for sexual intercourse.—(Delaware Superior Court; Bowman v. 
Bowman, 171 A. 444; decided Feb. 23, 1934.) A statutory ground 
of divorce in Delaware was “extreme cruelty, on the part of either 
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husband or wife, such as to endanger the life or health of the other 
party or to render cohabitation unsafe.” In a divorce action by a 
wife there was presented to the court the question of whether the 
existence of a venereal disease in the husband, accompanied by his 
mere request for sexual intercourse, constituted extreme cruelty. 
Because there had been no communication of the disease nor any 
demand for intercourse accompanied with a degree of insistence 
sufficient to indicate an intention to accomplish the desire against 
the wife’s will, the court took the view that the charge of extreme 
cruelty had not been made out. Said the court: “A mere request 
for intercourse by the infected defendant, the denial of which by the 
petitioner was immediately concurred in by the defendant, does not, 
in my opinion, constitute extreme cruelty, under the statute, sufficient 
to authorize a decree of divorce.” 


DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED APRIL 21, 1934 
[From the Weekly Health Index, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce] 























Week ended Communes. 
Apr. 21, 1934 , 1933 

Data from 86 large cities of the United States: 
Beate pe alia al a se] 
per 1, ann RE , 
Denthe tander 1 year Of age... ....-- 2s ncn ence econ cccccccecctesce 625 557 
Deaths under 1 year of per 1,000 estimated live births. .............. 58 148 
Deaths per 1,000 y first 16 weeks of year......... 12.6 12.1 

Data from industrial com: 

NY SIRT ae SRA Se ae 67, 712, 710 68, 438, 649 
Number of death claims... .................-..... 1 13, 598 
Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate... 20.8 10.4 
Death claims per 1,000 policies, first 16 weeks of year, annual rate. ....../ IL1 11.0 














PREVALENCE OF DISEASE 


No health department, State or local, can effectively prevent or control disease without 
knowledge of when, where, and under what conditions cases are occurring 


UNITED STATES 


CURRENT WEEKLY STATE REPORTS 


These reports are preliminary, and the figures are subject to change when later returns are received by 
the State health officers 


Reports for Weeks Ended Apr. 28, 1934, and Apr. 29, 1933 


Cases of certain communicable diseases reported by telegraph by State health officers 
Jor weeks ended Apr. 28, 1934, and Apr. 29, 1933 





Diphtheria 





Division and State 





New England States: 


oo eS aaa 
Middle Atlantic States: 

New York 

New Jersey 
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$2 3.3... 


[ae 
N 


— 


CNOerKWSOSoSo SSCOCONHwWer- 2 Oenw Own conosco 





North Dakota. 
South Dakota... 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Cases of certain communicable diseases reported by telegraph by State health officers 
for weeks ended Apr. 28, 1934, and ‘Apr. 29, 1933—Continued 





Meningococcus 
Diphtheria meningitis 





ended | ended 
Apr. 28,|Apr. 29, 
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Kentucky 





ss S882 


Pests 





“oo CNY FKOOF- FON CWrse 
*oo oCcooroo werow SCOoNSo 





























: 





< 
J 


Division and State 


> 
=3 
8 





New hae States: 


rey 
— 
Naso 

couwton 


K-aewoo ooo cocoeoco 
_— 
— 
_ 


— 


Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota. 
pin 





— 


58a+B8E 
CH mworcoco chucwie 



































ecoocecooso coocescco coHoo ee comoco 
COMKOHOCOCOS cOOHKCSCOS BHOHN *OHK cocecce 
— a ~~ 
eactSure. atosees BEZES £88 ev 
eocoweocoo -wooeSo ee exsm Coo coocecs 
SNA ORO HKOKOWOK HRaH~s coh »eWooo 


KROONSGCHO COOH HONW cones Bw 


we BRS5E5 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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Cases of certain communicable diseases reported by telegraph by State health officers 
for weeks ended Apr. 28, 1984, and Apr. 29, 1933—-Continued 





Poliomyletis Scarlet fever Smallpox Typhoid fever 





Division and State Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week 

ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended 

Apr. 28,,Apr. 29,/Apr. 28,/Apr. 29,/Apr. 28,/Apr. 29,|Apr. 28, 
1934 1933 1934 1933 1934 1933 1934 





East South Central States: 
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1 New York City only. 
? Week ended earlier than Saturday. 
§ Typhus ape pm ended Apr. 28, 1934, 6 cases, as follows: Georgia, 2; Florida, 1; Alabama, 1; Texas, 2. 


4 Exclusive of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 
§ Rocky Mountain spotted fever, week ended Apr. 28, 1934, 20 cases, as follows: Montana, 7; Wyoming, 


8; Oregon, 5. 
SUMMARY OF MONTHLY REPORTS FROM STATES 


The following summary of cases reported monthly by States is published weekly and covers only those 
States from which reports are received during the current week. 
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1 Exclusive of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 
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March, 1984—Continued 
ee. sore throat: 
California 


Septic s sore throat 
TOO io ardreeddtinene 
THRO, oo cedttonede 
Vincent’s infection..... 
Whooping cough 

Puerto Rico._...-..... 


March 1934 me 
rachoma: 


Actinomycosis: u : California 
California. Mississippi 

Anthrax: California Oklahoma i 
Puerto Rico 80 

Chicken pox: 


os 
Nes D.Of se WK We 


Puerto Rico _- 

South Carolina. 

Washington __. 
Tetanus, infantile: 


he he ok ed on) 


_ 
— 


Gwots 


Wash 


Wisco: 
Ophthalmia neonatorum: 
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Diarrhea: 

South Carolina 
Dysentery: 
Alabama (amoebic)... 
California (amoebic)... 
California (bacillary) .. 


Georgia (amoebic) ....-. 
Georgia (bacillary) 
Indiana (amoebic) 
Kansas (amoebic) 
Mississippi (amoebic).. 
Oklah 
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Washington (amoebic). 
Filariasis: 
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California Mississippi ih Saree =e 
South Carolina........ 
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WEEKLY REPORTS FROM CITIES 
City reports for week ended Apr. 21, 1984 


[This table summarizes the reports received regularly from a selected list of 121 cities for the purpose of 
showing a cross-section of the current urban incidence of the communicable diseases listed in the table. 
Weekly reports are received from about 700 cities, from which the data are tabulated and filed for reference] 
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City reports for week ended Apr. 21, 1984 





Diph-| Ifluenza | yfea. | Pnen-| Scar Tuber- 
State and city theria |---| sles | monia/ x lculosis 
Deaths deaths deaths 








Missouri: 


Fargo 
Grand Forks_...- 
South Dakota: 


oo cf o0C SS woo 


Delaware: 
Wilmington 
Maryland: 
Baltimore 
Cumberiand 
Frederick 
District of Columbia: 
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Florida: 
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Kentucky: 
Ashiand_.-.- 
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Louisville. .....- 

Tennessee: 
Memphis_.....-. 
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Arkansas: 
Fort Smith 
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Louisiana: 
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City reports for week ended Apr. 21, 1934 







































































Influenza Scar- Ty- |Whoop- 
Diph- Mea- | Pneu- Small-/Tuber- Deaths, 
Stateand city | theria sles | monia o. pox |culosis — A 8 all 
cases |cases| Deaths | °@8¢S | deaths) coves | cases deaths| “ver ae causes 
Montana: 
Billings.........- O hecton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ll 
Great Falls_..... aN 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Helena-.......-- Bt tes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
: issoula......-  , 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Sil wmdcevd fee 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 8 
Colorado: 
Denver.........- 3 57 1 213 s 18 0 6 0 95 73 
Pueblo_-......... 9 we 0 20 0 2 0 0 0 22 ll 
New Mexico: 
Albuquerque- ..- ae 0 37 _) wee 0 1 0 6 9 
Salt Lake City_- | ee 1 87 4 8 2 2 0 67 338 
Nevada: 
a 6 EE 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 3 
Washington: 
Seattle........... D beetiael 2 4 4 14 3 3 0 86 87 
8 — Rencadeid | See 0 17 3 2 0 0 0 39 32 
‘acoma..-....... _ Ke 0 3 0 0 3 0 22 80 
Ovegua: 
ortland_........ Ses 1 13 3 17 0 2 0 2 70 
| FRSINS. 3 Nee Oe: 1D Tecntioon 1 Se ee 0 1 
California: 
Los Angeles... -.- 20 27 2 40 14 48 0 23 2 73 246 
a 4 ae 0 14 1 0 0 3 1 4 22 
San Francisco... B iicntind 0 173 15 0 10 0 4 135 
M M 
cpingocoes™s| Polio cningoceses| Polio: 
State and city livis State and city 7 
Cases | Deaths} 5° Cases | Deaths} “5¢ 
New York: West Virginia: 
New York....--...... 1 0 0 Wheeling............ 1 1 0 
Pennsylvania: Georgia: 
Philadelphia........- 1 1 0 Atlante. .........<.-. 1 1 0 
Pittsburgh a 1 0 0 || Arkansas: 
is: Fort Smith........... 2 0 0 
Chicago.............. ll 5 1 || Colorado: 
Denver. ............. 5 0 0 
Des Moines.......... 1 0 0 |} Washington: 
Missouri: GREEN nn ccipavninnad 1 0 0 
Kansas City--.-....... 1 1 0 || California: 
Ne —_ Los A 0B. .nkdnesdle 0 0 2 
| eee. 0 1 0 
District of Columbia: 
Washington.......... 2 0 0 























litis.—Cases: Springfield, Mass., 1; New York, 1; Philadelphia, 1; Detroit, 1; St. Paul, 


Lethargic encepha 
af yo Dmg he - 8. C., C., 8; Savannah, 1; Miami, 2; New Orleans, 1; Dallas, 3. 
e ‘ r 
Typhus fever —Savannah, Ga., 1 
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FOREIGN AND INSULAR 





CANADA 


Quebec Province—Communicable diseases—2 weeks ended April 21, 
1934.—The Bureau of Health of the Province of Quebec, Canada, 
reports cases of certain communicable diseases for the 2 weeks ended 
April 21, 1934, as follows: 




















Disease Cases Disease Cases 

Cerebrospinal meningitis.........- esd ee ee tenth ocutcondevanseeiial 308 
CORN Ia a hoctialéebineinedecenceetinn OE eo hn inc ee ntdnbewnanaell 1 
pT SEE SESE RIEL EE 27 er ee 4 
Sinica cidbiccinemaiintntedadtedessiah 0 oe I oooh le co cupnaeninoteninibtiden 131 
pO LE a EEE IT ie SEE, ou... ecowencamstnaninnl 184 

SN ERRNO... Sethe cddmabgrcutnnigntniied 13 Typhoid inns cnkenmintinn deviance 60 
ES AEE RT ee 8 || Whooping cough..............-...-......- 243 
Lethargic encephalitis............-...-.... 2 

CUBA 


Habana—Communicable diseases—4 weeks ended April 21, 1934.— 
During the 4 weeks ended April 21, 1934, certain communicable 
diseases were reported in Habana, Cuba, as follows: 


























Disease Cases | Deaths Disease Cases | Deaths 
Diphtharls. .nacscccocnccssslinccnd 3 1 |i Scarlet fever................<-.-.- * ele 
ORs ies codndivaennctsalainintion 15 2 |) Tuberculosis... ...............-.-- 57 5 
DEIR kngecrdoncitioangmaadel 5 Rik connck ge. 1 See 26 ry 
| 
ITALY 


Communicable diseases—4 weeks ended November 12, 1933.—During 
the 4 weeks ended November 12, 1933, cases of certain communicable 
diseases were reported in Italy, as follows: 

















Oct. 16-22 Oct. 23-29 Oct. 30-Nov. 5 Nov. 6-12 
Disease Com- Com- Com- Com- 

Cases | munes| Cases | munes| Cases | munes| Cases | munes 

affected affected affected affected 

Aa Kh eee heantndctiedas 20 19 2 18 24 2B 21 19 

Cerebrospinal meningitis............. 5 3 3 5 5 1 1 

ORR OR ete eds escsece 102 61 100 47 96 53 176 80 

Diphtheria and croup- 779 387 839 397 764 367 782 381 

D SE iis ath sone 23 15 20 12 4 8 10 8 

Lethargice encephalitis. 3 2 1 1 2 ES e 

SOG as sakccecenhtbiededee 768 148 995 143 973 160; 1,523 214 
Poliomyelitis 22 15 12 12 ll ll i) 

GORI Be iickccseckccattansocosunnc 364 190 526 193 441 195 505 204 

PPR i rtasncdciencthtnssccened 719 397 914 425 664 350 790 409 
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JAMAICA 


Communicable diseases—4 weeks ended April 21, 1984.—During 
the 4 weeks ended April 21, 1934, cases of certain communicable 
diseases were reported in Kingstot, Jamaica, and i in the island outside 


of Kingston, as follows: - 





Kings- 
ton 


























YUGOSLAVIA 


Communicable diseases—March 1934.—During the month of March 
1934 certain communicable diseases were reported in Yugoslavia, as 
follows: 









































CHOLERA, PLAGUE, SMALLPOX, TYPHUS FEVER, AND YELLOW FEVER 


(Note.—A table giving current information of the world prevalence of quarantinable diseases appeared 
in the Pustic HEALTH Reports for Apr. 27, 1934, pp. wer A similar cumulative table will west © in 
the PusLic HEALTH REPoRTS to be issued May 25, 1934, and thereafter, at least for the time being, in 
issue published on the last Friday of each month.) 


Cholera 


Philippine Islands—No cholera was reported in the Philippine 
Islands during the week ended April 28, 1934. 


Plague 


Belgian Congo—Stanleyville Province-——During the week ended 
April 21, 1934, 1 case of plague with 1 death was reported in Stanley- 
ville Province, Belgian Congo. 





